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Turning on Lights on Shabbos
Aliza Steinberger

Period 1



It is the accepted ruling that one is in violation of the Av Melacha of
Ma’avir, lighting 2 fire on shabbos, which is Biblically forbidden. According
to the Mishna®, One of the 39 works that an irdividual is not permitted to do
on Shabbos, is to light anything. Tht Gemora® asks the question, why is . ,j_-,w.«ﬂ"’“r

T Al

burning on Shabbos prohibited if it is destreying? Usually, one woukl not hctﬁ
in viokation of the Melacha of destroying. The answer is that burning is an
exception. ¥ou are not permitted to light a fire wherever you are. The
Rambans siates that when light is used to brighten somcthing dark or for
warmth, it is prohibited.

Obviously at the time of Moses when the Jews were in the desert for
forty years, electricity was not yet invented. When electricity was harnessed
for commerciat and personal nse in the 1800’s and early 1900°s there arose a
debate amongst the Posldm as to it’s natore. Is electricity the same as fire? [f

<
it is, then it is of course forbidden. The Bais Yitzchnkﬁ'ﬁe Yoreh Dayoh, and o~
l lLt.

[
s

Rav Chaim Ozer Groezenski ***, rule that lighting an electric light on
Shabbus ix the same as lighting a candle on Shabbos, that one would violate
the Biblical Av Melacha of Ma’avir- lighting on Shabbos. No authority
disputed that it is forbidden (o light electric lights on Shabbos. They only
dissented that the violation was Rabbinical. However, no one is permitted to
violate a Rabbisical violation either.

The Chazon Ish rules that the violation is Biblical, that one who lights

electricity on Shabbos vivlates the Melacha of Boneh- building. When onc



puts on the switch on Shabbus one is huilding a passageway for the electn.:tpfsi“

o

te pass through and is ipso facto “building” on Shabbos.

In conclusion, it is Biblically forbidden to turn on ihe lights on

Shabbos, or use electricity. SO DON'T DO TTIIIHIIN
-
1 iﬂb{-c ‘ T
.'jff";"lr X :.1.'»-.
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